
Shoshone Municipal Water Joint Powers Board

Board Proceedings

Monday, March 11, 2019, 10:00 a.m.

A regular meeting of the Shoshone Municipal Water Joint Powers Board was held at its Water Treatment Plant, March 11, 2019.

           

PRESENT:
Bryan Lee, Craig Sorenson, Don Richards (by phone), Jim Mentock, and

                                       Jim Hillberry
                  ABSENT:      J.R. Gonzales, Roy Holm         



                  ALSO PRESENT:  Craig Barsness, Dave Egan, Dexter Woodis, and Susanne               

                                                                             Swearingen
Chairman Lee called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

Minutes

Chairman Lee asked for approval of the minutes of the February 11, 2019 board meeting. Craig Sorenson made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 11, 2019 meeting as printed.  Second by Jim Hillberry.  AYE:  Board Members:  Lee, Sorenson, Richards, Mentock, and Hillberry.  NAY: none. Motion carried.

Bills

Chairman Lee asked for approval of the March 11, 2019 bills list totaling $80,675.43.  There was brief discussion regarding the bills.  The Manager noted that the Brenntag amount was for caustic, not lime. Jim Hillberry made a motion to approve the bills as corrected.  Second by Jim Mentock. AYE:  Board Members:  Lee, Sorenson, Richards, Mentock, and Hillberry.  NAY: none. Motion carried.

Public Comments

Chairman Lee asked for public comments.  There were no public comments.

Update on the Pipeline Relocation II project
· The Manager reported that today’s update will be the last for the project. The invoices on today’s bill’s list are also the last for the project. Wilson Brothers Construction has completed their work and been paid retainage. 
· The Manager will close out the project paperwork this month with WWDC, WYDOT, and Morrison Maierle. We are waiting on Bill Spickelmire for the cathodic protection O&M manuals.
· There was brief discussion of final details of the project.

Preliminary FY-2020 budget
· The Manager distributed copies of the proposed FY-20 budget for the board’s review. Per our by-laws, the preliminary budget must be mailed to our entities 90 days prior to the new budget year. 

· The Manager reviewed the preliminary budget and there was brief discussion.

· A budget hearing will be held prior to the June board meeting.

Jim Mentock made a motion to approve the proposed FY-20 preliminary budget. Second by Craig Sorenson. AYE:  Board Members:  Lee, Sorenson, Richards, Mentock, and Hillberry.  NAY: none. Motion carried.

Audit proposal – James Seckman CPA

· The Manager reviewed Mr. Seckman’s three-year audit cost proposal. There was brief discussion regarding the proposal.
Don Richards made a motion to accept Mr. Seckman’s audit cost proposal. Second by Jim Hillberry. AYE:  Board Members:  Lee, Sorenson, Richards, Mentock, and Hillberry.  NAY: none. Motion carried.

WAM-JPIC health insurance board nominations

· The board reviewed WAM-JPIC’s request for nominations. 

· The Manager noted that the open positions are city/town ones and that any person nominated for those positions would need to come from a city/town. 

· The election ballot will be presented at the April meeting. 

· No action is needed today if we have no nominations.
· The board did not make any nominations.
Chief Operator’s Report
· The Chief Plant Operator (CPO) gave an overview of the Monthly Production Summary report and there was brief discussion regarding the report.
· Water usage is down 9% from January; February is a shorter month. Water usage is up 6% over last year at this time.

· Chemical costs are down 4%. We brought in production chemical 801B to use while the alum tanks were emptied, inspected, and cleaned. The CPO passed around a chunk of crystalized alum so that the board could see how it accumulates over time in the alum tanks. The CPO praised SMP personnel for their hard work on cleaning the first tank; the second tank will be emptied and inspected soon.
· Filter media inspections were also ‘good’.

Chief Pipeline Operator’s Report

· The Chief Pipeline Operator reported that the incidence of pipeline surging is decreasing. We are currently experiencing mild surging when the Lovell system is drawing, but we think this is mostly due to air in the lines from colder temperatures. The pipeline ran on its own this last weekend for the first time in some time.
· We had an air vac freeze at Beacon Hill. The vaults from the first pipeline relocation project need to be insulated.

· Now that the pipeline surging problem has been mostly resolved, winter time maintenance and air vac flushing has resumed.

Manager’s Report
· The Manager reported that WYO-STAR interest for February is not in yet. January’s interest was 2.3062%, the best we have seen in years.

· Water use figures for February were up 6.3% over last February and production is up 0.45% for the fiscal year. 

· The water conservation plan is essentially complete and will be emailed to the Bureau of Reclamation today or tomorrow. We use just under 1/3 of 1% of the water released from the Buffalo Bill Reservoir. If we used our entire allotment, we would use only 1%. We have rights to use 9,725 AF. There was brief discussion about water rights, surface vs. ground water, and the original projections for SMP’s production/usage vs. actual/current production/usage.
· The employee appreciation dinner is tentatively scheduled for April 24th in Cody.

Other Business

There was no other business to report.

Adjourn

At 10:45 a.m., Don Richards made a motion that the meeting be adjourned.  Second by Craig Sorenson. AYE:  Board Members:  Lee, Sorenson, Richards, Mentock, and Hillberry.  NAY: none. Motion carried.



Attest:   

Chairman

Secretary

