
Shoshone Municipal Water Joint Powers Board

Board Proceedings

Monday, November 13, 2017, 10:00 a.m.

A regular meeting of the Shoshone Municipal Water Joint Powers Board was held at its Water Treatment Plant, November 13, 2017.

           

PRESENT:
 Craig Sorenson, Don Richards, Jim Mentock, Steve Miller, 


  
Jim Hillberry, and J.R. Gonzales
                  ABSENT:       Bryan Lee 



                  ALSO PRESENT:  Craig Barsness, Dave Egan, and Susanne Swearingen
Chairman Miller called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.
Minutes
Chairman Miller asked for approval of the minutes of the October 9, 2017 board meeting. Don Richards made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 9, 2017 meeting as printed.  Second by Craig Sorenson.  AYE:  Board Members: Sorenson, Richards, Mentock, Miller, Hillberry, and Gonzales.  NAY: none. Motion carried.

Chairman Miller asked for approval of the minutes of the October 9, 2017 executive session. Jim Hillberry made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 9, 2017 executive session as printed.  Second by Jim Mentock.  AYE:  Board Members: Sorenson, Richards, Mentock, Miller, Hillberry, and Gonzales.  NAY: none. Motion carried.

Bills
Chairman Miller asked for approval of the November 13, 2017 bills list totaling $40,007.46.  There was brief discussion regarding the bills.  Craig Sorenson made a motion to approve the bills as listed.  Second by J.R. Gonzales.  AYE:  Board Members:   Sorenson, Richards, Mentock, Miller, Hillberry, and Gonzales.  NAY: none. Motion carried.
New Employee
The Manager introduced SMP’s new employee, Mike Reney; today is his first day with us. Mike already has level 2 distribution certification and will now work on obtaining water treatment certification. He most recently worked for the City of Cody.
Public Comments
Chairman Miller asked for public comments.  There were no public comments.

Update on the Pipeline Relocation II project
· The Manager reported that weekly construction meetings with Wilson Brothers have begun, every Tuesday at 8 a.m. at Big Horn Federal in Lovell.
· PVC pipe for the bore has been delivered, laid out, and fused on the south side of the river. The fusing went well; this is something to see, 500 feet of heavy 16” diameter pipe with sidewalls that are over 1” thick.

· Wilson Brothers are digging the bore holes this week and will begin the actual bore later this week. It will take approximately 1-3 weeks to do the bore under the river. They opted to go with 24” for the main line pipe as it is cheaper and easier to make than 16”. 
· Clearing and grubbing has also started.

· A meeting with WYDOT was held in our conference room on October 23, 2017. The Chairman and our engineer attended this meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss possible solutions that will allow WYDOT to work safely near our pipeline. The favored solution requires winter flows in the river. This year, there is an abundance of water in the reservoir and the Bureau of Reclamation (BuRec) has not dropped river flows to winter levels yet. We will assist WYDOT with lobbying the BuRec regarding flows. WYDOT is hiring a seismic engineer to determine the force that driving piling has on our water line and to assist WYDOT in determining the safety of working near our pipeline. Due to liability, SMP is no longer pursuing a temporary line across the Shoshone River Bridge.
· Tomorrow, there is a meeting with WYDOT regarding the culvert at Foster Gulch. 
· There was lengthy discussion of the project and the meetings with WYDOT.

LGLP Ballot
· The Manager reported there are two people running unopposed for the two open positions.

· Don Richards gave the board background on the two candidates; he feels both are experienced and committed enough to hold these positions.
Jim Mentock made a motion to cast our LGLP ballot votes for Robert King for the County Commissioner Position and Donna Geho for the Special District Position. Second by Don Richards. AYE:  Board Members:   Sorenson, Richards, Mentock, Miller, Hillberry, and Gonzales.  NAY: none. Motion carried.
Don Richards reported on the cases of sexual misconduct that the LGLP has been dealing with recently and how expensive these sorts of cases are.

Chief Operator’s Report
· The Chief Plant Operator gave an overview of the Monthly Production Summary report and there was brief discussion regarding the report.
· Raw water quality continues to improve and as a result, chemical costs are dropping. Usage is dropping per normal winter trends. Water loss on the pipeline is still constant as a percentage of what we actually produce.

· LT2 sampling for e coli is taking place every two weeks for the next year. The first two samples came back as less than one, essentially a zero detection result.

· We hope to bring our maintenance projects up to date with our new hire, Mike, as well as training him to operate the plant. Chad and Brett are scheduled to take the Distribution Level II exam next week.

Manager’s Report
· WYO-STAR Interest for October was up slightly at 1.0162%. September’s interest was 1.0127
· Water use figures for October were up 5.9% over last October and they are up 0.9% for the fiscal year.

· We plan to advertise for bids for a new pipeline vehicle within the next week. This truck was budgeted for purchase in FY18. The bid is to be awarded at the December meeting.
Jim Mentock made a motion to advertise for bids for a new pipeline vehicle. Second by Craig Sorenson. AYE:  Board Members:   Sorenson, Richards, Mentock, Miller, Hillberry, and Gonzales.  NAY: none. Motion carried.
Other Business
There was no other business to report.

Adjourn
At 10:48 a.m., Craig Sorenson made a motion that the meeting be adjourned.  Second by J.R. Gonzales.  AYE:  Board Members:  Sorenson, Richards, Mentock, Miller, Hillberry, and Gonzales.   NAY: none. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned.
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Chairman

Secretary

